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Objectives: 

    

1. Articulate the 
complex knowledge 
base that teachers of 
low-literacy English 
learners need. (in 
other words, why are 
teachers of this level 
rock stars??) 

 

 

 

 

2. Tell a colleague why 
it’s important to 
include “off the page” 
activities in literacy 
instruction. 

 
3. Name several ways to 

engage in “off the 
page” literacy work 
outside and inside the 
classroom, and with 
technology. 

 
 



Who is a low-literacy adult ESL learner? 

Photo: Danielle Boon 

•Limited literacy skills in L1 and English 
•Range of oral English skills 



Clarification of terms 

●   

Adult ELL 
emergent 

readers 

Pre-literate, 
non-literate, 
semi-literate 

Low-literate 
adult ESL 
learners 

LESLLA 
learners 



  
● Such learners have limited 

or interrupted formal 
schooling.  They are 
learning to read for the first 
time as adults, in a language 
they are still learning. 

 
● Preliterate 
● Nonliterate 
● Semiliterate 
 
● (Nonalphabet literate) 
● (Non-Roman alphabet 

literate) 
  -Burt, Peyton, & Adams, 2003 

 



Knowledge Base for LESLLA Teachers 

Early Literacy  
Instruction 

Teaching 

Immigrant 
& Refugee 
Experience 

Language & 
Language  

Acquisition 

Adult 
Learning 



LESLLA knowledge base at work in 
our contexts 

Can you identify with these areas of knowledge 
in your own work?   

 
● An area I feel like I know quite a lot  
about  is… 
 
●An  area  I  would  like  to  explore  further  is…   
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But Patsy… 

    

▶ Isn’t literacy a “paper 
and pencil” activity, 
in the end?   

▶ Shouldn’t our 
instruction focus on 
that kind of literacy 
work - tasks that 
mirror the outside 
world? 

 

▶   



 

A one-way view of reading: 

 

text   reader 

 

Traditional view of reading 



TEXT 

 

prior knowledge  culture  

 context 

 

needs and  

purposes       

interpretations 

experiences   

   expectations 
Adapted from Parrish, 2004 

Interactive view of reading 



▶“Language develops more 
quickly and deeply if 
students get a chance to 
talk about things that 
matter to them.” 

 
-Heide Spruck Wrigley 

 

  



▶ Start with things that matter. 
▶ Nudge students to take risks with 

language in a supportive environment. 
▶ Link classroom and community. 
▶ Use English in different ways and in 

different contexts. 
▶ Connect oral and written language 

(receptive skills generally precede 
productive skills). 

▶ Use authentic materials. 
 

Guiding principles for  

literacy instruction 
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Out and About 

✓Field Trips 

✓Group Projects 

✓Guest Speakers 

✓Homework that 

extends into the 

community 

 
 
 



 
Language 
Experience 
Approach (LEA)  
 
and follow-up 
activities that 
integrate oral and 
written language 
building 

 
 



 
 



Building oral vocabulary first 



Contextualized phonics work 



Connecting oral & written language 

  



Working on 
sight words, 
print 
awareness, 
recognizing 
familiar words 
in print. 

  



Reading 
familiar texts 
aloud 
repeatedly 

  



Off the Page, In the Classroom 

▶   



Phonics on your 

feet! 
  



Phonics on your feet 



Phonics on your feet 



Phonics Sorting  

(re-purpose that veggie dip tray!) 



Running Dictation 

 

 



Low-literacy  

Examples 
  



Low-literacy  

Examples 
  



Keep alphabetics engaging 
  



Keep alphabetics engaging 
  



Keeping 
alphabetics 
engaging 



Keeping alphabetics engaging 
  



Low-literacy  

Examples   



Low-literacy  

Examples   



Using Technology 

  



Technology 

▶   



▶ What are some 

other ways you get 

literacy “off the 
page” in your 
classroom? 

  



Pause to share 
resources!   



 
 
Comments? 
Questions?    
  
pegan02@hamline.edu 

Thank you from 

snowy Minnesota! 


